
“I’ve spent my entire career fighting to ensure that people have access 
to justice. On the Michigan Supreme Court, I will protect your rights and 
hold people and institutions – no matter how powerful – accountable.”

– Samuel Bagenstos



PROVEN COMMITMENT TO JUSTICE

Samuel Bagenstos is a law professor at the University of 
Michigan and a distinguished civil rights attorney who has 
argued numerous cases, including four civil rights cases in 
front of the Supreme Court. He served as Principal Deputy 
Assistant Attorney General for Civil Rights under President 
Obama and Attorney General Eric Holder. Over the course of 
his career, Sam has fought for victims of the Flint water crisis, 
pregnant women in the workplace, equal pay protections, 
disability rights, workers’ rights to collectively bargain, and 
LGBT rights.

Sam was inspired to become a lawyer by the civil rights 
movements of the 1960s. He graduated first in his class at 
Harvard Law and clerked for Supreme Court Justice Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg. Voting rights have been a particular focus 
throughout his career, from the first case he ever argued in 
court, Voting Rights Coalition v. Wilson, to his fight last year 
against Ohio’s voter-purge process. Sam is also one of the 
country’s leading disability rights attorneys.

Sam is married to Margo Schlanger, a professor of law 
at University of Michigan and a leading expert on prison 
reform. They live in Ann Arbor with their two teenage children.
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Sam helped his client, Ehlena Fry 
(pictured here with her service 

dog, Wonder), win her rights 
under the ADA.
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Supreme Court for the better part of the last twenty years. The 
Republican majority’s extremist agenda consistently favored 
special interests over working people and systematically 
dismantled laws protecting employees and consumers.
 
For the first time in a decade, progressives have an opportunity 
to win control of the court. The terms of two justices, both Rick 
Snyder appointees, expire in 2018. If Sam and his running mate 
win both seats in November, conservative justices will no longer 
have a majority on the court.
 
The timing could not be better. Donald Trump is a historically 
unpopular president who won Michigan by less than a quarter of 
one percent, or about 10,000 votes. Rick Snyder has consistently 
ranked as one of the top ten least popular governors in the 
country. With the right messaging, this race could easily become 
a referendum on Trump, Snyder, and the conservative principles 
that have wreaked havoc on Michigan.   
 
In recent elections across the country, notably the Wisconsin 
Supreme Court, a blue wave of voters has toppled conservative 
candidates in Republican strongholds. Sam would be an 
exceptional candidate in any election cycle, but with anti-Trump 
and Snyder momentum on his side, this race is Sam’s to win. Sam 
has the proven progressive track record and top-notch resumé to 
turn out energized Democratic voters, win over moderates, and 
take back a seat on the court.

“One of America’s top civil rights lawyers 
launches bid for state supreme court”

– Think Progress, 3/1/18

5-2 REPUBLICAN

4-3 DEMOCRAT

Bagenstos could flip 
this court in 2018 from:
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SAM IS ENDORSED BY:
Michigan Association for Justice
Michigan Democratic Party
Michigan AFL-CIO
Michigan Regional Council of 
Carpenters & Millwrights
United Auto Workers
#VOTEPROCHOICE

GET INVOLVED!

Donate or sign up to volunteer at
www.BagenstosForJustice.com

 @Bagenstos4MI

 /BagenstosForJustice

Visit website for full list of endorsements.


